
And so, we begin… 
       I am happy to be your new 
Commodore for the next year. 

Assisting me will be Deb Hall, who 
along with her husband Bud, have lived 
permanently on Birch Lake since 2016; 
her parents bought on the south side in 
1966. Deb joined our BLYC board in 
2020 and enjoys serving because “the 
board’s #1 priority is the lake and its 
community.” Please welcome Deb to her 
new role when you next see her. She 
and I, alongside our great BLYC board, 
look forward to serving all of you. 
 A huge thank you to Dan Waxman 
for successfully completing his term as 
our Commodore. Dan smoothly contin-
ued the work of our past commodores in 
leading the board with the goal of mak-

ing Birch Lake a safe, clean, beautiful, 
and just a wonderful place for so many 
of us who call it home. I would say that 
Dan certainly accomplished this task.
 Last Saturday evening, about 75 of 
our Birch Lakers and their guests 
attended our Fall Cocktail Party at 
Camp Tannadoonah. Chic Eats Catering 
(owner Carrie Rogers lives up on the 
Hill), provided efficient staff who served 
up delicious appetizers; Tom Cassady 
stepped in to look after the bar. Amber 
and Chas Grundy did so much to pro-
vide a great venue and made it all come 
together so nicely, including Chas pre-
paring an upbeat, fun playlist. Bob 
Waddle, like so many times in the past, 
agreed to be the event photographer. 
 Other volunteers who helped in the 
effort were: Craig Fredlake, Tom Kuhn, 
Patty & Bill Luecht, Angela Bergan, Sue 
Williams, Sarah Petty, Vickie Rogers, 
Maggie Cassady, Mike Sheffieck, and 
Dan Waxman. Many stayed after the 

party to help clean up and that was 
greatly appreciated. (I apologize if I 
missed any volunteers).
 As per our Birch Lake Yacht Club 
bylaws, we conducted a little business 

Commodore’s 
Comments

Aug. 27 - Ladies Lunch & Style Show, 
     11 am, Woodfire, Dowagiac, (PAGE 2)
September 5 - Labor Day flotilla, (PAGE 2)
September 8 - Sailing awards, 1 pm,
     Russwurms’ (north side)
Oct. 16 - Crockpot Challenge (tentative)

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS
Sept. 11, 9 am @ BLYC

For info, and open dates to rent the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club building, contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.
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The Birch Barker will entertain ads and editorial items for publication.  E-mail to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the stone mail-
box) at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon Tuesday of the week before the publication.  Contact Editor Phil at online-

barker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  Contact Commodore Barb Cassady, call  317-506-1680 or email bcassady@holycrossvillage.com

Birch Lake girls having fun, left to right, Eva and Zoe Grove, Elyse Grundy, Abby and Vivian Anderson, and Avery Meneghin.



— Birch Lake Notes —
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“available”

and voted in the following board mem-
bers who very nicely agreed to stay on 
for another term: Ed Chester, Patty 
Luecht, Pat McGann, Claudia Phipps, 
Vickie Rogers, and Phil Vitale. Thank 
you to our entire board for their many 
years of service (see the entire board list 
at the back of the Barker).
 We have a few more events yet to 
come before we close out our 2021 sum-
mer/fall season:
 Friday, August 27 is the Ladies 
Lunch & Style Show. Sunday, 
September 5 we will host a flotilla party 
in the middle of Birch Lake. This is 
always casual, fun and a great way to 
meet new Birch Lake friends. And final-
ly, our Crockpot Challenge will be on 
Saturday, October 16. More details to 
follow in the Barker on upcoming events.
 As you can see, Birch Lake is home 
to many volunteers – please thank your 
neighbors who work so hard to keep the 
events going every season and add so 
much to making our lake the special 
place it is. Have a great weekend and 
week ahead and stay safe.          
 Kindly,

~Commodore Barb Cassady
 

Labor Day Weekend Flotilla
 Sunday, Sept. 5, 6 pm. Due to the 
past successful flotillas, let’s do it again!

Meet in the middle of the lake with your 
boat.  Bring an Appetizer.  Boats will be 
tied together and we will walk from boat 
to boat sharing food and camaraderie.  
Look for the boats in middle!

Commodore’s Award
 This year’s award went to Staci and 
Ron Whiteman. The Whitemans are the 
next-door neighbors to the Yacht Club 
and provide a watchful eye on the build-
ing through each season so we can all 
enjoy festive times during the summer. 
Staci and Ron are always willing to lend 
a helping hand to others in good times 
and in bad. They exemplify the saying of 
“A friend in need is a friend indeed.” 
Staci and Ron, you are deserving of this 
award, and I was happy to announce 
this at the Fall Gathering.    

~Past Commodore Dan

Crockpot Challenge
 Let’s talk about the BLYC Crockpot 
Challenge!  We have a tentative date set 
for the event on October 16. 
 NOW FOR THE RULES!
 You may submit entries of either 
savory or sweet, or both. Not sure about 
sweet? Check Pinterest for ideas!
 Participants Only: Arrival time at 
5:30 pm. Please be on time!  Bring 
extension cords, and utensils. 

 DO NOT I.D. YOUR CROCKPOT!!
 Arrival time for the following will be 
5:45 pm to allow setup time for the 
crockpots: Hors d’oeuvres and toppings 
(crackers, cheese, diced onion, breads, 
butter, etc.)
 Non crockpot challenge desserts (i.e. 
Julie’s Cookies ... HAHAHA!) set on 
table provided. Good idea to I.D. your 
dishes.
 BYOB: we will be using any leftover 
beer and wine, but it will be unknown 
how much will be available after the pre-
vious events. If it is available, we will 
offer it.
 Guests arrival time 6 pm! NO 
EARLY ENTRIES to eat. Get your vot-
ing ballots at the door as you come in. 
 Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd places in each category. 
 6:15 pm EATING BEGINS!
 Scoring and prizes at approximately 
7:15 pm.
 There will be a Basket Raffle and 
50/50 drawings.
 Watch the Barker for any updates.
Any questions call Bad Patty at 317-605-
6421. 
 Again all of this depends on the 
COVID 19 virus and whether or not we 
would feel comfortable enough to host 
this event. 

~BP.



— Birch Lake Notes —

The Printed Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to homes on Birch Lake 
every weekend, and is available online at the website 
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
 Deadline for any given week’s Barker is noon on Tuesday 
prior to the weekend.  To contact editor Phil, email onlinebark-
er@gmail.com, sailorphil@philvitale.com, phone 269-476-1680 
(no text, I don’t have a cell phone).
 To submit items to the Birch Barker, email your items to 
sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail 
(or deposit items) Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd. (east side), 
Vandalia, MI 49095.
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Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

2022 goal2022 goal

$ 12,500GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

$ 4,223July 11
$ 4,473July 20
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

$ 4,802Aug. 23

Third week 
in  row 
with no 
change ... 

If you haven’t 
paid your dues 
or donated to 
the fireworks 
fund, please 
DO IT NOW!



Sunday produced no wind so 
we did not have sailing. Of 
course there was wind the 

day before and the day after, but not 
the day of! 
 The season is winding down and 
we need to talk about our awards 
luncheon. This year our hosts will 
be Good Patti and Bad Patty. Good 
Patti has been gracious enough to 
offer and let us hold the event at her 
house on the North side. It’s got a 
lot more shade and bigger space so 
we won’t be so cramped up. We’re 

going to schedule the lunch at 1 pm 
on Sunday September 8. All sailors 
and committee boat volunteers are 
welcome and we welcome them 
and  their spouses. Beer and wine 
will be provided. If you would like 
to bring a small appetizer or desert, 
we would be glad to accept that, but 
it is not necessary. It will be very 
casual and (hopefully) we will learn 
the name of the next fleet captain. 
 As always, we will try again 
Sunday to get back out on the lake 
and get in our races. The the follow-

ing Sunday will be the Labor Day 
regatta with races on Saturday and 
Sunday. We have just a few race 
days left. This season has gone by 
quickly. Hopefully, it was a lot of 
fun and very enjoyable for all that 
participated. So we hope to see you 
all at lunch on September 8 at 1 pm 
at Rick and Patti Russwurms’. 
 Sail on!

~Fleet Captain (for just a few 
weeks more) Bill 

(and ghostwriter, BP)

Fleet Captain’s Corner

NO

WIND,
NO

SAILING 20212021

Awards luncheon Sept. 8, 1 pm, Russwurms’ deck!



BLYC Season Standings to date
Date ..................................15-Aug ........... 15-Aug ............... Total  ..............Point ...............Races ...........................%
Race .....................................20 ................... 21 .................. Points ...........Average ..........Finished ..............Finished
MC Scow/Sailor .................................................................................Total MC Races=> ....... 19 .................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ....................................1 ..................................1 .................................24990 .......................... 1562 ...............................15 ............................................71%
Barb Cassady #2506 ....................................4 ..................................2 .................................27702 .......................... 1539 ...............................18 ............................................86%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ..........................................6 ..................................7 .................................30289 .......................... 1442 ...............................21 ......................................... 100%
Phil Vitale  #500.............................................2 ..................................5 ..................................2817 ........................... 1409 ................................2 .............................................10%
Pat Welch #1979 ...........................................7 ..................................4 .................................20573 .......................... 1372 ...............................14 ............................................67%
Pat McGann #1735 ....................................DNS ...............................3 .................................20547 .......................... 1370 ...............................13 ............................................62%
Bob King  #1199 .........................................DNS ............................DNS ...............................1369 ........................... 1369 ................................1 ...............................................5%
Amber Grundy ...............................................3 ..................................8 .................................21048 .......................... 1316 ...............................16 ............................................76%
Sandy Vitale #500/2 ......................................5 ..................................6 .................................22484 .......................... 1249 ...............................18 ............................................86%
Sunfish/Sailor ................................................................................Total Sunfish Races=> ... 19 .................................
Peter Soldato ..............................................DNS ............................DNS ...............................4644 ........................... 1548 ................................................................................14%
Rick Russwurm ..........................................DNS ............................DNS ..............................29229 .......................... 1538 ...............................19 ............................................90%
Scott Temple ...............................................DNS ............................DNS ..............................23225 .......................... 1452 ...............................16 ............................................76%
Steve Frew ....................................................3 ..................................2 .................................25770 .......................... 1432 ...............................17 ............................................81%
Stewart Spratt ................................................5 ..................................5 .................................25183 .......................... 1399 ...............................18 ............................................86%
Bob Niezgodski .............................................2 ..................................1 .................................25268 .......................... 1330 ...............................19 ............................................90%
Herb Cleveland .............................................1 ..................................3 .................................26497 .......................... 1325 ...............................19 ............................................90%
Tammy Walls .................................................4 ..................................4 ..................................3699 ........................... 1233 ................................3 .............................................14%
Amy Troeger ...............................................DNS ............................DNS ...............................3681 ........................... 1227 ................................3 .............................................14%
Pat McGann ...............................................DNS ............................DNS ...............................4701 ............................1175 ................................4 .............................................19%
Jeff Walls .......................................................6 ..................................6 .................................17496 ...........................1166 ...............................14 ............................................67%
Camille Butler ................................................7 ..................................7 .................................19540 ...........................1149 ...............................17 ............................................81%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DNF (Did Not Finish) DSQ (Disqualified) scores 
as last place (if 5 boats started the race, will be scored as 5th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Com-
mittee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 
1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

~Sailing Page~



Last but not least, let us together 
explore Commandment #6::”Thou 
Shalt Remain Informed About 

Other Important Water Quality Issues”. 
We have broken this down into ten 
precepts:
 1) None of the samples tested for 
e-coli in Birch Lake over the last 11 or 
more years have shown any dangerous 
or worrisome amounts of e-coli in Birch 
Lake.
 2) The term “seaweed” has a neg-
ative connotation. This is unfortunate. 
A moderate amount of normal, native 
“seaweed”is a desirable and integral 
part of good water quality. At Birch, we 
are blessed to have numerous aquatic 
plants growing in the lake. Should you 
cut or find any cut vegetation, please 
remove it from the lake.
 3) Avoid swimming in, ingesting, or 
letting your pets drink from, water in 
or nearby an algae bloom. Algae blooms 
are a rarity at Birch Lake.
 4) The effects of alcohol and certain 
medications are increased while on the 
water due to added stress factors such 
as sun, heat, wind, wave motion, and 
engine noise.

 5) 85 percent of drowning victims 
in the United States were not wearing 
a life jacket. They may seem dorky, but 
do save lives.
 6) Should the present method 
[donations] of financing our common 
interest of water quality become inad-
equate, our only option will be to ask 
our local governments to create, control, 
and ultimately make all decisions for, a 
special assessment district (S.A.D.) The 
costs for the SAD will be added to all 
our tax bills. Thanks for everyone’s past 
generosity. Let’s pray that it continues 
and even grows (because our expenses 
do).
 7) Although we have some pret-
ty good ideas (Starry Stonewort has 
already been discovered in the mill 
pond), we do not know for sure when, 
exactly where or in what form, the next 
invasive species will arrive in Birch 
Lake. But we do know for sure that it 
will arrive.  Probably sooner than later. 
Let’s hope we have the money on hand 
to react quickly.
 8) Except for the people living here, 
the lake is the most significant feature 
of our homes.  The lake is our home. 

Take care of it.
 9) The lake is a shared possession 
and a shared responsibility. Make sure 
to contribute your time and talent to its 
maintenance and betterment.
 10)   majority of the current WQ 
members have both served and lived for 
lengthy periods.  Fresh blood, if only for 
smooth future transitions, will soon be 
needed and will always be welcomed.

THANKS, and 
PLEASE PASS THE WORD

— Water Quality Report —

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

 

I. Thou shalt prevent 
the spread of  Aquatic 
Invasive Species AIS)

II.   Thou shalt minimize 
surface runoff

III.  Thou shalt minimize 
the effects of waves

IV.  Thou shalt protect 
and expand Natural 
Shorelines

V.  Thou shalt not allow 
phosphorus, nutrients, 
and other undesirable 
chemical elements to 
enter our lake

VI.  Thou shalt remain 
informed and active 
about other Water  
Quality issues

Please pass the word!

The Six CommandmenTS 
of BirCh Lake WaTer QuaLiTy

BIRCH LAKE GOODIES!
Custom made koosies, kitchen towels, hot pads, wine 

bags, flags, coasters, t-shirts, coffee cups and all-
occasion greeting cards. Prices vary depending on time 

and material costs. Great gifts, home/cottage decor. 
10% of all sales go to the Birch Lake Yacht Club!

If you’ve got an idea for a custom item, I can make it!
Contact Jennifer Ball, Balljkb@aol.com, 574-535-3733

Stay informed on issues



An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Fifth genera-
tion Birch Laker 
Corinne Carey, 
enjoying a summer 
day in the Cove.



269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Kieran Grundy, age 4 (east side) skiing 
on the ZUP board.



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Congratulations to Kate Cover (east 
shore, in white of course!) Beautiful 
bride to be ... thanks To Zimmy’s for 
the fun bridal shower.

Bill and Le King (north shore) in a photo displayed 
at Cal & Liz’s wedding in Minnesota.   Note: Bill’s 

nose was broken in this photo from playing football.



PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

— BLYC Fall Dinner —

Photos courtesy of the SparkyCam
Thanks Bob!



Aries (March 21-April 19)
Some of you are still in party mode and will continue 
partying for the next few weeks. You want to play! 
You want to escape on a vacation! You want hot, 
sizzling romance! You might also be more involved 
with sports and fun activities with kids. However, if 
you are an earlier Aries, you already have been 
playing. For the next four weeks, everyone will want 
to get back to work and get organized. You’re ready 
to work hard and you want to work smart. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
You’re entering a four-week window of fun! 
Barbecues, good times at the beach, vacations, 
romantic get-togethers and playful activities with kids 
are on the menu. You’ll be up for this because, who 
loves their creature comforts more than you? Grab 
every chance for a stimulating getaway, even if it’s 
just for a weekend. Make fun and pleasure your 
motto. However, if you were born after May 10th, 
your focus is on home, family and dealing with 
increased chaos. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Later Geminis continue to enjoy a fast-paced, busy 
time full of errands, appointments, increased time 
with friends, siblings and relatives, plus lots of read-
ing and writing. Fortunately, you like stimulation 
because you don’t do boring. However, for most 
Geminis, the next four weeks focus on home, family 
and your private life.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Cancers born after July 4th, still have a strong focus 
on money, cash flow and earnings. You also might 
spend more than usual. (Fortunately, you have mon-
eymaking ideas.) This is a good time to reorganize 
the stuff you own . If you were born before July 4th, 
you notice the tempo of your daily life accelerating 
because you’re busy with errands, short trips and 
tasks. You might be you will all be busy. Your com-
munication skills will be tops, which means this is a 
strong time for those in sales, marketing, and acting.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
For those born after Aug. 10th, this continues to be a 
powerful time as you attract people and favorable 
situations to you. Those born before Aug. 10th, will 
notice an increasing focus on money, cash flow and 
earnings. You might have excellent moneymaking 
ideas. You might also make some major purchases. 
At a deeper level, something will occur that makes 
you think about your values and what’s really import-
ant in life. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
For the next four weeks, you will attract people and 
favorable situations to you; and you will be empow-
ered and energetic. Your confidence will grow. 
Having said that, this is the one time of year when 
it’s appropriate to put your own needs first. Think 
about it. If you don’t take care of yourself, how can 
you be a strong resource for others? But right now - 
It’s all about you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
This is a time of limbo. Therefore, the next four 
weeks are for some serious thinking. What do you 
want for your new year ahead? Ideally, it’s time to 
set some goals because they give you a clearer 
focus on what is important to you. Make time to sit 
down and define what you want for yourself in the 
future and how you want next year to be different 
from last year. It’s also a good time for research. (

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Most of you will enjoy increased popularity in the 
next four weeks. You will be eager to communicate 
to friends. You will be equally eager to communicate 
to clubs, groups and large organizations. Many will 
interact more than usual with younger people. Very 
likely, some of you will be physically involved, per-
haps in competitive athletics because there is defi-
nitely a competitive energy present between you 
and a friend, or you and a group, or working with a 
group. This is also an excellent time to formulate 
goals.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Those of you who are born after Dec. 10th, might 
still be traveling or making travel plans or figuring out 
ways to expand your horizons. Higher education 
might be a strong focus. This can happen only once 
a year and when it does, almost as if by magic, you 
look fabulous in the eyes of bosses, parents, teach-
ers and VIPs. People admire you - and you don’t 
even have to do anything special. Good luck!

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
The next four weeks are a mix. Initially, in the next 
week, you are still tying up loose details with inheri-
tances, taxes, debt and shared property. Take care 
of this because “loose details” don’t suit you. When it 
comes to money - you like tidy. Basically, your 
month ahead is full of travel opportunities and 
chances to broaden your horizons. The next several 
weeks are an excellent time to study and finish an 
important paper. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Some of you will continue to need more sleep, espe-
cially Aquarians born after Feb. 10th. Your focus on 
close partnerships is still intense. Nevertheless, in 
the broader picture, the next four weeks will intro-
duce passionate issues, and many of these issues 
will relate to shared property, inheritances and any-
thing to do with the wealth and resources of some-
one else - probably your partner. There might be dis-
putes. There will certainly be discussions. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
For the next four weeks, you will need more sleep. 
Don’t push yourself. Take it easy. Very likely, you will 
be focused on partnerships. Expect intense discus-
sions, and possibly - disputes. In part, this could be 
due to the fact that with Mars opposite your sign, 
you are easily annoyed with others. (“They’re annoy-
ing!”) Well, they can’t help it; and you can’t change 
them. Consider this an opportunity to practice 
patience. Not always fun to do but a valuable trait to 
cultivate and own.

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.589
1.0 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 07:03:04 AM
Sunset: 20:23:20 PM

Moonrise: 23:32:22 PM
Moonset: 13:19:35 PM
Daylight:  13 Hr 20 Min 15 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Delicious grilled hamburgers

Delicious Grilled 
Hamburgers
 

Ingredients
    1 pound lean ground beef
    1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
    1 tablespoon liquid smoke flavoring
    1 teaspoon garlic powder
    1 tablespoon olive oil
    seasoned salt to taste 
Directions
   Preheat a grill for high heat.
    In a medium bowl, lightly mix to-
gether the ground beef, Worcestershire 
sauce, liquid smoke and garlic powder. 
Form into 3 patties, handling the meat 
minimally. Brush both sides of each 
patty with some oil, and season with 
seasoned salt.
    Place the patties on the grill grate, 
and cook for about 5 minutes per side, 
until well done.

Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!



This morning in the office our 
staff started talking about our 
vision for camp for the future, 

and I thought it would be fun to share 
some of our dreams / goals for camp 
improvements over the next few years!
 Right now, we are wrapping up 
the Morris Lodge restoration project, 
and hope to have it completed before 
camp begins next summer. The final 
pieces of this project include complete-
ly tearing out and expanding the bath-
rooms, building a deck and firepit on 
the south side of the building, sanding 
and refinishing the original hardwood 
floors, and buying new bunk beds, 
shelves and furniture for the main 
room. 
 Next we want to turn our atten-
tion to renovating the kitchen and 
dining hall building. There are many 
components to this project, and it will 
likely take place in stages over the 
next few years. We plan to put in new 
flooring in the kitchen, re-vamp the 
floor plan somewhat, install stainless 
steel prep counters, new sinks and 
faucets, replace most of the appliances 
(including the dishwasher, refrigera-
tors, and walk in cooler and freezer), 
and install a new hood / fire suppres-
sion / ventilation system.
 I’d also love to install HVAC for 
this building, which would require 

insulating the entire building, running 
ductwork, and installing a furnace 
and A/C unit. This would allow us to 
utilize the space year-round for events, 
conferences, retreats, etc. 
 Once the kitchen portion is com-
plete, we would plan to replace the 
siding and windows, similar to what 
we did with Morris Lodge. I would also 
like to install large doors on the front 
of the building that would allow us to 
open up the dining room into the porch 
area, for when we have larger events 
and need the additional space. In order 
to do this, we would screen in the exist-
ing porch. 
 We would also install a floor coat-
ing (epoxy or acrylic) over the concrete 
floor in the dining room and porch 
area, to make it easier to keep clean. 
And we would install gas inserts in 
the two large fireplaces, to make them 
more usable for events. We would keep 
all of the original tables and benches 
for as long as they are in good condi-
tion. 
 After the Dining Hall, we have 
dreamed about installing a high ropes 
challenge course and climbing wall. 
This would not only add a summer 
activity for campers, but would allow 
us to offer additional programs for 
retreats, team building events, and 
rental groups throughout the year. 

 We also eventually want to replace 
the 4 existing “adventure cabins” 
which were built in the 1930s with 
updated cabin spaces for campers. I 
would love to see Treehouse-style cab-
ins for these new spaces! The existing 
“adventure cabins” would become staff 
housing for summer staff. 
 If we continue to grow and expand 
our camper numbers, we will even-
tually need to add more bathrooms / 
showers, and add more cabins. Some-
day we’d love to have a year-round, 
winterized lodge that we could use all 
year round. 
 So those are some of the ideas and 
dreams we have for the future here at 
Camp T!

~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Visions for Camp T’s future



FOR SALE

For Sale 133’ wooden and alumi-
num  pier.  Easy to install.   Make 
an offer.   Call Dave @574-298-6422.

We are getting new cabinets and 
wondered if anyone would be interest-
ed in the old ones.  The counter 
tops, sink and appliances are 
also available. From my understand-
ing they are from the mid 90’s, but I’m 
not 100 percent sure.  Some of the 

appliances are from the early 2000’s.  
Everything is in great shape, we just 
wanted a fresh look.  If any one is 
interested they can contact us at: 
574.286.7419 (Christine Marsh), 
574.850.8835 (Paul Marsh). Also, we 
still have a white adorandack chair 
that washed up last fall. 

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair 
prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476- 9317

LOST: 
Brown all-weather Adirondack 
chair following Wednesday afternoon 
storm.  Contact Beth 269 985-8782.

Lost red fiberglass canoe, lost in 
one of the storms Aug 9-13. Contact 
Julie 574-339-5200 or Steve Plaia 
(574)220-1671. West Shore

FOR RENT:
Are you interested in a unique fun 
vacation? Check out our Florida 
Village house at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp    Call 574-596-2154 for 
more info.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
BARKERBARKER  
CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING  

Classified ads in the 
Birch Barker are free 
to BLYC members, 

$5/week for everyone 
else.  Send your ad 
to me at sailorphil@
philvitale.com.  If you 
no longer need your 
ad to run in the Bark-
er please let me know 

so I can pull it.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BLYC Officers & Directors
Barb Cassady (E), Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Hall, Vice Commodore (C) ..... 476-7226

bdeh@sbcglobal.net
 Spratt, Treasurer (N) ........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain ........ 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
Angela Bergan (E) .............................561-603-5522

berganfsu@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 

krcurtismiller@gmail.com
Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862

bgarceau@norcoind.com
Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217

chas.grundy@gmail.com
Deb Hall (Cove) ......................................... 476-7226

bdeh@sbcglobal.net 
Patty Luecht (E)  .......................................476-2615

pgalloway4@yahoo.com
P. Com. Pat McGann (E) ...................574-532-5377

pat@mcgannhay.com
Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N) ....................................i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com
Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680

sailorphil@philvitale.com, 
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E)................................317-506-1680
DWaxman@versiti.org

Sue Williams (S) ............................. (574) 298-2839
suewilliams226@gmail.com

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

2021 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2021 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET, 

Time’s running out to pay your dues! 
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

 Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues 

Dig in and make us proud!
Anyone can help out with projects at Birch Lake ... 

or even without a project!  Just go on out and dig in .... 
clean something up, fix something that needs fixing,

make the community one we can all be proud to live in!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR






